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FORWARD 

I n t e r e s t i n l a n d d r a i n a g e has engaged t h e s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n 

o f many people i n a g r i c u l t u r e , i n d u s t r y , government and u n i v e r s i t i e s 

over t h e past two decades. I t has o n l y been i n t h e l a s t decade t h a t 

e x t e n s i v e work has been u n d e r t a k e n o u t s i d e o f s o u t h w e s t e r n O n t a r i o . 

T h i s land improvement p r a c t i c e has been t h e f o r e r u n n e r o f a d e v e l o p i n g 

c o r n i n d u s t r y . Much land remains t o be improved and e x p e r i e n c e d 

personnel have been hard pressed t o keep up w i t h t h e demand. The 

Drainage E n g i n e e r s ' Conference was c o n c e i v e d t o l a y a f o u n d a t i o n by 

w h i c h l e s s e x p e r i e n c e d e n g i n e e r s c o u l d l e a r n something o f t h e b e n e f i t s 

and t e c h n i q u e s by w h i c h d r a i n a g e work m i g h t proceed w i t h t h e l e a s t d i f f i c u l t y . 

The l a r g e a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e bears s t r o n g e v i d e n c e 

o f t h e concern h e l d by many t h a t c r i t e r i a a r e needed i n t h e f i e l d t o do 

an a c c e p t a b l e j o b . As l a r g e r areas a r e b r o u g h t i n t o i n i t i a l p r o d u c t i o n , 

or changing a g r i c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e on p r e s e n t l y improved lan d demands 

b e t t e r d r a i n a g e , t h e economic c o n n o t a t i o n becomes s t r o n g e r and more 

d i f f i c u l t t o deal w i t h j u s t l y . In o t h e r words, many o f t h e easy j o b s 

have been done, t h e d i f f i c u l t remain. 

I t i s acknowledged t h a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Guelph i n i t s r o l e 
as h o s t , owes much o f t h e success o f the Conference t o t h e Drainage 

Committee o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f O n t a r i o Land Surveyors whose o f f i c e r s 

have ta k e n a l e a d i n g p a r t . I t has been a p a r t i c u l a r p l e a s u r e t o 
welcome His Honour Judge S. L. C l u n i s , Drainage Referee f o r O n t a r i o , t o 
t h e Conference. A s p e c i a l thanks i s extended t o t h e a u t h o r s whose r e c o r d 

c o n t a i n e d h e r e i n s h o u l d p r o v i d e a w e l l - a p p r e c i a t e d c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 

l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e m u n i c i p a l d r a i n a g e f i e l d . 

F i n a l l y , a word o f a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e s t a f f 
o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Guelph who c o n t r i b u t e d much t o t h e o p e r a t i o n and 

t h e p u b l i s h i n g o f t h i s p r o c e e d i n g s . 

U n i v e r s i t y o f Guelph, R„ W. I r w i n , P. Eng. 

Guelph, O n t a r i o . E x t e n s i o n C o - o r d i n a t o r , 

November 7> 1 9 6 9 . School o f A g r i c u l t u r a l E n g i n e e r i n g . 
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I n t r o d u c t o r y Remarks 

H.D.Ayers, D i r e c t o r . 

School o f A g r i c u l t u r a l E n g i n e e r i n g 

Good morning Gentlemen, i t i s my p r i v i l a g e t o open the Drainage 

Conference and welcome you here on b e h a l f o f t h e o r g a n i z e r s o f the 

c o n f e r e n c e , and p a r t i c u l a r l y on b e h a l f o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Guelph w h i c h 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y i s unable t o have you on t h e campus tod a y . 

We a r e , however, v e r y pleased t o have a p a r t i n a c o n f e r e n c e o f 

t h i s t y p e . One o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s major commitments i s in the area of 

w i s e r e s o u r c e use and management, and t h i s i s e x e m p l i f i e d by not o n l y t h e 

s t u d y programs, b u t t h r o u g h t h e r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s and t h e e x t e n s i o n 

work c a r r i e d o u t . A wide range o f study programs is o f f e r e d a t under­

graduate and p o s t - g r a d u a t e l e v e l s . The major one, o f c o u r s e , i s t h a t i n 

A g r i c u l t u r e . In a d d i t i o n , degree programs i n Landscape A r c h i t e c t u r e , 

and Resources Development are p r o v i d e d a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Guelph. 

A number o f e x t e n s i o n a c t i v i t i e s such as t h i s , go on as p a r t o f 

t h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s program, and you may know o f t h e Drainage C o n t r a c t o r s ' 

Conference t h a t i s h e l d a n n u a l l y and sponsored j o i n t l y by t h e U n i v e r s i t y 

and by O n t a r i o Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e and Food E x t e n s i o n f i e l d m e n ; A 
v e r y c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t e x i s t s between our people and the f i e l d m e n 
t h r o u g h o u t . I t h i n k we s h o u l d acknowfedge p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e encouragement 
and the a s s i s t a n c e g i v e n in t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h i s program by t h e 

Drainage Committee o f t h e O n t a r i o Land Surveyors A s s o c i a t i o n . I 
e s p e c i a l l y want t o say t o P r o f e s s o r I r w i n , who has put a good deal o f work i n t o 

t h i s , t h a t we are v e r y pleased t o have h i s e f f o r t s go i n t o o r g a n i z i n g t h i s 

Conference. 

We now t u r n t h i s Conference over t o P r o f e s s o r I r w i n who w i l l 

i n t r o d u c e the speakers and be your Chairman f o r t h e day. 

P r o f e s s o r I r w i n : 

Thank you v e r y much, i t i s a p l e a s u r e f o r me t o a l s o welcome 

you here today. Sometimes success can be your u n d o i n g , we o r i g i n a l l y 

e x p e c t e d we would get f i f t y p e o p l e , they t e l l me t h e r e ' s almost as many 

over in Guelph r i g h t now as t h e r e are here t o d a y . T h i s i s a poor 

s i t u a t i o n and I a p o l o g i s e t o you. 

The p r o c e e d i n g s o f t h i s c o n f e r e n c e are b e i n g taped. We have 

t h e papers d e l i v e r e d by t h e a u t h o r s , and, l a t e r on i n t h e year f o r each 

person who i s r e g i s t e r e d t o d a y , a copy w i l l be m a i l e d . I don't w i s h t o 

promise t o o much, but h o p e f u l l y b e f o r e Christmas y o u ' l l have the complete 

proceeedings o f t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . W i t h t h i s i n mind we s h o u l d get a l o n g 

t o the f i r s t program paper. 


